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Call for proposals:  
Empowerment Program for Refugee Women* 

Many of you, refugee and migrant women, inter*, trans*, queer and non-binary 
refugees and migrants, are organizing and networking yourselves. You fight for your 
rights because you experience discrimination on many levels every single day: through 
patriarchal, racist and further kinds of oppression and violence.  

filia wants to support your activities of strengthening yourselves and being visible in 
society. You can apply for 3.000-8.000€ for your work by June 21st, 2021. An 
advisory board of ten refugee and migrant women* reads, discusses and scores the 
applications. They recommend to filia’s general board who should receive funding. 

Who can apply for money? 

In this program, filia supports self-led groups in Germany by newcomer, refugee and 
migrant women, inter*, trans*, queer and non-binary refugees and migrants.  

This means that various people or groups might also participate – but refugee and 
migrant women* decide and are the focus of groups and activities. 

filia can only support organizations registered as non-profit (e.g. Verein). If you are not 
a Verein, you can work together with one – best one you already know – and apply 
through them. If you can't find one, we try to support you. Please contact us about 
this before you send us your application. 

We know that in small towns, rural areas and Eastern regions the situation for refugee 
and migrant women* is additionally difficult. We especially invite groups from there to 
apply! 

What activities does filia support? 

The funding is for groups committed to self-organization and empowerment (see 
explanations below). For example, your focus could be on participation, activism, 
networking, rights, individual and collective development. Activities might be political 
actions or campaigns, community work or peer-to-peer workshops.  

It is important to filia that we tackle the roots of problems, not only the symptoms of 
inequality & oppression. filia supports groups promoting structural change in society.  

This means initiatives and projects “only” focusing on individual support/ therapy/ etc. 
are not the main target here. We know that these activities are important. Often, they 
are also part of political organizing. But they should not be the only kind of activity. 
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How can you use the funding? 

We know that as groups you have varying needs and especially now you have to react 
flexibly to new situations. You know best how much and for what you need money. For 
this call for proposals, you can apply for between 3.000 and 8.000€. 

The application contains a rough outline of your expected kinds of costs. The grant 
can be used for general operating costs and specific projects: Tickets/ petrol, food, 
rent, allowances/salaries, child care, translation, printing costs, technical or other 
materials,... Apply for what you need money for! 
 

How to apply? 

If you would like to apply, please do this in German or English through: 

o the online form that you submit directly through the webpage 
o or the PDF form that you send via email to: antrag@filia-frauenstiftung.de. 

You find both forms here. 

It is not important that everything is written without mistakes. 

The application must reach filia by June 21st, 2021. You will receive an automatic 
confirmation of receipt.  

  

Do you have questions about the application or difficulties with it? 

Here you find this call and some documents that can help you to prepare your 
application: for example, a document that answers many questions about the program. 

You can also meet us online via the App Zoom on May, 25th (6-7 pm), June, 7th (11am-
12pm) and June, 17th (4.30-5.30 pm), 2021. In these meetings we talk in German and 
English about questions about the program/applications, etc.: https://bit.ly/2W5iByB.  

If you have questions or need support with your application, you can contact us via: 
email (l.rzadtki@filia-frauenstiftung.de), telephone (040 - 380 381 99 82) or whatsapp/ 
signal/ telegram (0176 - 15151330). 

http://www.filia-frauenstiftung.de/
mailto:antrag@filia-frauenstiftung.de
http://www.filia-frauenstiftung.de/en/empowerment-program-for-refugee-women/call-for-proposals
http://www.filia-frauenstiftung.de/en/empowerment-program-for-refugee-women/call-for-proposals
https://bit.ly/2W5iByB
mailto:l.rzadtki@filia-frauenstiftung.de
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Explanation of criteria and words we use – Glossary  
 

o Self-organization by refugee and migrant women* 

Refugee and migrant women, inter*, trans*, queer and non-binary refugees and migrants 
themselves decide and shape their groups and activities. Self-organizing here means that the 
people that activities are about are actively involved in their organizing. For example, peer-to-
peer methods mean exchanging and sharing knowledge among people with lived experiences. 
Self-organizing underlines that small/young/grassroots groups are in special need of support. 

This is why we are interested to hear more about your groups/organizations: to get an idea of 
how you came about, how you are structured and work, for example, through who takes 
decisions. Especially, when also German people or men are involved in the activities, these 
are important information for us. 

o Empowerment 

Women, inter*, trans*, queer and non-binary people feel strong, take their own decisions and 
can improve their situations, individually and collectively, through activities.  

Many of the problems that migrant and refugee women* are facing go back to structural 
issues. Empowerment aims at politically strengthening groups and communities who have to 
confront such problems and who find and build their own solutions.  

Examples for this can be networking meetings, peer-to-peer learning or community organizing 
events. We know that activities more focused on individual consultation, support or 
development are often an important part of empowerment work. But in this program, we are 
not looking for groups that mainly focus on these individual activities. 

o Intersectionality 

Intersectional discrimination is when people are disadvantaged for more than one reason. In 
this program, we focus on the intersection/meeting of migration and gender. Because as 
refugee/migrant/newcomer women* you experience specific and various forms of 
discrimination.  

Of course, there are further relevant intersections. Some women* have additional and specific 
experiences because they are, for example, Black or of color (BPOC), religious, because they 
live with disabilities or because of their gender, sexual orientation, educational background or 
financial situation. We write “women, inter*, trans*, queer and non-binary people” and 
“women*” because there are not just two, but a diversity of genders. 

It is important for us to understand which lived experiences are (not) relevant in your groups, 
how you deal with various discriminations and with how they can intersect with each other. 
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o Inclusivity 

Not all groups have to be open for everyone. Sometimes it can be very important to have 
exclusive spaces where people sharing specific experiences organize and exchange.  

But sometimes groups also exclude and/or discriminate people – not always consciously. For 
example, when not thinking about trans*women and their experiences or when focusing only 
on people speaking a specific language.  

It is good for us to understand how you think and act about inclusions and exclusions. Again, 
not because all groups have to be there for everyone but to better see what your reflections 
about inclusions or exclusions are. 

o Rural Areas 

People and groups living in rural areas or small towns, especially in the Eastern regions of 
Germany, are often more isolated and face greater challenges to organize themselves.  

We want to specifically invite those of you who are active there (or know groups/ organizations 
who are) to apply for funding. Their applications might receive particular attention. 

o Networking and Visibility 

It is part of filia’s vision to contribute to create visibility for women*’s rights and strengthen 
feminist movements. For groups this can also be important because it can involve working 
together with others, developing self-determination and gaining public attention. 

But we also know that these are activities that are difficult to engage in, especially for small 
and/or young groups, because they require resources.  

We want to encourage you to see these activities as something potentially helpful for your 
groups to develop – mutually learning, strengthening networks and promoting your goals. We 
do our best to contribute to building structures, spaces and occasions for this too. 

o Available money/ resources 

filia generally does not fund organizations with a yearly turnover (money resources) larger than 
filia’s own (approx. 1 million Euro). This is because if they are bigger than filia herself, they 
should be able to find resources for their own projects elsewhere.  

This program wants to be an opportunity for small/young self-led groups that often have 
special difficulty and little resources finding financial support. Bigger/long-existing groups can 
also apply. But available resources might be considered when deciding. 

When you are a formal part of an umbrella organization, it is important for us to know your 
group’s and their turnover. When you are not part of a non-profit-registered organization or 
Verein you can apply for funding with a fiscal host, so a Verein that formally asks for the 
funding for you. In this case, we only consider the group’s own financial resources. 

http://www.filia-frauenstiftung.de/

